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Method for securing communications between a terminal and an 

additional user equipment 

The present invention concerns a method for securing a session 
over a short distance wireless link between a terminal and an additional 
user equipment, for example between a personal computer and a mobile 
equipment. More specifically, the present invention concerns a method for 
securing a session between a terminal and a user equipment comprising 
cryptographic computing means, for example in a smart card. 

Mobile equipments including cryptographic computing means 
and short distance wireless connections are already known. Such mobile 
equipments include personal digital assistants (PDAs) and mobile phones 
comprising a smart card reader and a radio or infrared interface. A smart 
card containing a user identification and/ or an identification of the 
equipment can be inserted in the smart card slot of the equipment in order 
to provide for a secure authentication in a telecommunication network, 
e.g. a mobile telecommunication network. The smart card may contain 
cryptographic computing means, for example a processor and a memory 
containing a program which can be executed by the processor for 
computing cryptographic functions, for securing sessions over the mobile 
network. The short distance wireless interface allows for a data transfer 
and/or synchronization between the mobile equipment and other terminals 
or computers in the vicinity. 

On the other hand, terminals are already known that require the 
user to be authenticated in order to access the requested services. Such 
terminals include e.g. personal computers, POS in a shop, bank tellers, etc. 
The user is usually authenticated with a secret typed on a keypad, for 
example with a PIN or password, using biometric parameters, for example a 
retina or finger pattern, and/or with a smart card. 

The most common way to authenticate an end-user is to ask for 
her password. This is weak authentication, because passwords are often 
easy to guess and because this method is vulnerable to replay attacks. It can 
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be made stronger by choosing hard-to-guess passwords and using a list of 
one-time passwords, but these approaches often result in writing down the 
password(s) on a sheet of paper, which is poor security practice for obvious 
reasons. 

5 Biometric authentication methods may provide better security 

but are sometimes felt intrusive. Biometric sensors are usually slow and 
expensive; the failure rate, i.e. the rate at which an entitled user cannot be 
authenticated, is higher than with other methods. 

The application of smart cards in user authentication enables the 
io introduction of strong authentication, which is based on cryptographic 
techniques, because the smart card can perform cryptographic operations 
and store cryptographic keys for the user. Using smart cards, however, 
requires smart card readers to be installed at the points of authentication 
and users to produce a smart card and to introduce it in an untrusted 
15 equipment. 

The present invention is concerned with solutions for using the 
user equipment (such as a mobile phone or a personal digital assistant) as 
the smart card reader, or more generally as cryptographic computing 
means for authenticating the user when he wants to use a terminal. More 
20 specifically, the present invention is concerned with solutions for 

connecting the user mobile equipment to fixed or public terminals using 
short distance wireless communication (e.g. Bluetooth, HomeRF or 
infrared). 

It has already been suggested to use the user terminal, for 
25 example the user mobile phone, as a smart card reader which can connect 
to fixed and public terminals (e.g., a PC or a POS terminal in a shop) via a 
short distance wireless interface. Those methods have the following 
advantages: 



30 



• in general, the personal mobile device of the user allows 
the user to directly communicate with her smart card (the 
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mobile device has a keypad and a display); if traditional 
smart card readers are used, then the user has to type on 
the keyboard of the terminal and the smart card can only 
display messages on the display of the terminal, thus a 
5 malicious terminal can alter the communication between 

the user and the smart card; 

• in particular, the smart card is never inserted into an 
untrusted device, which could try to obtain more data 
from the smart card than it should; and 

io • the PIN code that is assigned to the smart card is never 

typed into an untrusted device, which can misuse or steal 
it; 

• furthermore, there is no need to install smart card readers 
everywhere and to adapt them to various card formats. 

15 

Applications of the above type pose some new security problems. 
The main one is the problem of mutual authentication between the smart 
card and the fixed terminal in the presence of other, potentially malicious 
users. Other security problems may also arise (e.g. problems related to 
20 integrity, confidentiality and privacy). 

The main technical problem is that the communication channel 
between the personal mobile device (smart card reader) and the terminal 
(point of authentication) is not secure. When the card reader is built in or 
physically connected (with a short wire) to the fixed terminal, then the 

25 messages sent between the card and the terminal cannot be eavesdropped, 
modified, replayed, etc. by an attacker. This would require physical access 
to the terminal, the card reader, or the wire that connects them. Moreover, 
after initial mutual authentication, the card and the terminal can be sure 
that the messages they receive during the rest of the session come form the 

30 other party. When the communication between the smart card and the 
terminal is based on wireless technologies, then an attacker could 
eavesdrop and replay messages between them, and the card and the 
terminal can never be sure whether the messages they receive come from 
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the other party or from other smart cards and terminals which are 
potentially present. 

This problem is illustrated in Figure 1. In this Figure, user Alice 1 
wants to access a web server 7 through the Internet 5 using her mobile 
5 equipment 10 as a smart card reader connected to a fixed terminal! 1, e.g. 
a personal computer or a POS in a shop, via a wireless interface 101. An 
eavesdropper 3 could send a challenge 300 to her mobile and get its 
response 301 to this challenge; this response can then be used for 
impersonating Alice with the server 7. 

io Therefore, there is a need for a new method which allows a user 

1 to access a remote server 7 from a mobile equipment 10 through a short 
distance wireless interface 101 and a terminal 1 1 which is more secure than 
existing methods and which guarantees that the right mobile equipment 
10 is connected to the right terminal 1 1 through wireless interface 101. 

15 According to the invention, this problem is solved with a new 

protocol that builds a secure (authentic and/or confidential) logical channel 
between the cryptographic computing means on the user mobile side and 
the terminal 11. The secure logical channel is based on a secret that is 
exclusively shared by the smart card in the mobile 10 and the terminal 1 1, 

20 and on the application of cryptographic techniques. The main job of the 
inventive protocol is the safe establishment of this shared secret. 

According to an aspect of the invention, the secret generated in 
one of said terminals or said user equipments, or the hash value of this 
secret, is displayed on the display of said terminal or of the user's 
25 equipment, and entered by the user on the input means of the other of 
one of said terminals or user's equipments. 

The present application describes cryptographic protocols for 
mutual-authentication between the smart card in the mobile 10 and the 
fixed terminal 11. In particular, two embodiments of the inventive method 
30 are described. 
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According to another aspect of the invention, the secure channel 
that is established is an authentic channel. This means that the 
communication parties can be sure that if they receive a message on this 
channel, then it comes from the other party, and it is not a fake message 
5 sent by an attacker. The protocol can also be used to prevent 

eavesdropping (i.e. to establish an authentic and a confidential channel). 

If confidentiality is a requirement, then the shared secret that is 
established by the protocols should be used for encryption and not for 
computing a message authentication code (as it is described in the 
10 specification). Those modifications can be done without any difficulties by 
one skilled in the art. 

According to another aspect of the invention, the user has a 
smart card and a personalmobile device, in which the smart card can be 
inserted, and which has short distance wireless communication capabilities. 
15 The inventive method would, however, work as well if the user has a 

personal digital assistant which has short distance wireless communication 
capabilities. Thus, there is no real need for smart cards. A PDA can replace 
the smart card, because it can assist the user by performing cryptographic 
operations just as the smart card does. 

20 Fig. 1 illustrates an attack, when communication between 

terminal and additional user equipment is insecure. 

Fig. 2 illustrates the principals and the channels of a system 
including a remote WEB or data file server. 

Figure 3 illustrates the transmission of the shared secret through 
25 secure channels via the user in a first embodiment of the invention. 

Figure 4 illustrates the messages which are exchanged between 
the principals over the various channels in the first embodiment of the 
invention. 
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Figure 5 illustrates the messages which may be sent by an 
attacker in the first embodiment of the invention. 

Figure 6 illustrates the transmission of the shared secret through 
secure channels via the user in a second embodiment of the invention. 

Figure 7 illustrates the messages which are exchanged between 
the principals over the various channels in the second embodiment of the 
invention. 

In the following description, we will assume that the target 
application is access control to confidential Web pages, although the 
inventive method can easily be adopted for other applications as well (e.g. 
access control to a private mail box, to a remote file system, to a remote 
service provider suchvas a financial institute, etc.). A well known protocol 
for secure Web transactions is the Secure Socket Layer (SSL). In fact, SSL is a 
general-purpose security protocol that provides a secure transport layer for 
any applications that use it. In Web-based applications, it is used to build a 
secure transport channel between the Web browser and the Web server. 
SSL provides unilateral or mutual authentication, integrity and 
confidentiality services. SSL is supported by most of the well-known Web 
browsers and Web servers. Therefore, it seems to be a good idea to use SSL 
for the authentication of users who would like to access confidential Web 
pages, and for the secure transfer of these Web pages from the server to 
the user. 

User authentication in SSL is based on public key cryptography, 
and, in particular, on the demonstration of the knowledge of the private 
key that belongs to the certified public key of the user. The protocol uses 
the challenge - response principle: the server generates a random number 
and sends it to the user (challenge); the user (or more precisely her 
browser) digitally signs the random number using her private key and sends 
it back to the server (response) together with her public key certificate. The 
server can verify the signature using the user's public key. Since only the 
user knows the private key, and a valid signature can only be generated 
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with the right private key, a correct response guarantees to the server that 
the user is present and has recently sent a message (the response). 

Actually, the SSL protocol is slightly more complicated. A 
simplified version of it (only for the purpose of this discussion) is presented 
5 in Table 1, where r^and r s are random numbers generated by the browser 
B (in the terminal 1 1) and the server 7, respectively; cert u and cert s are 
public key certificates of the user 1 and of the server 7, respectively; 5'(pre- 
master-secret) is another random number generated by the browser B; s 
(master-secret) is computed from s' e r* and /i using a publicly known one- 

10 way function f(\.e. t s - f(s% rtJ); K 5 is the public key of S obtained from 
cert* pis a publicly known cryptographic hash function; and Sig u denotes 
the digital signature generated with the user's private key. In the first two 
messages, the browser and the server 7 exchange their random numbers 
and the server sends its public key certificate to the browser in the terminal 

15 11. The browser then generates the pre-master-secret s' t encrypts it with 
the server's public key, and computes the master-secret $. Then, it computes 
the hash value g(s, msgu msgz) of the master-secret and the first two 
messages of the protocol, as well as the digital signature Sig u (g(s, msgu 
msgd), and sends the last message to the server. The server decrypts {s'} K5 . 

20 computes s and the hash value g(s, msgu msg^, and verifies the signature. 
If the signature is valid, then the user 1 is authenticated. Furthermore, the 
browser and the server established a shared secret s, which they can use to 
generate a shared secret session key. This session key, in turn, will be used 
to encrypt all further messages (application data) between them. 

25 • (msg 1) B -» S: r& 

• (msg 2) S -> B: cert s 

• (msg 3) B -» S: certu, {s'} Kst Sig u (g(s, msgu msg 2 )) 

Table 1. The SSL protocol (simplified) 

30 Normally, the browser in the terminal 11 performs all the 

cryptographic computations at the user's side. This is not the case if smart 
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cards are used in the terminal 1 1. In that case, the private key needed for 
generating the digital signature is stored on the smart card 100 of the user 
1. Since, for security reasons, the private key should never leave the smart 
card, the digital signature must be generated by the smart card itself. The 
5 modified protocol is shown in Table 2 (with C and U standing for the smart 
card and the user, respectively). 

• (msg 1 ) B — > S: /*> 
(msg 2) S — > B: cert s 

• (msg 3) U->B:/7/V 

io • (msg 4) B — > C: g( s, msgi, msg2), PIN 

• (msg 5) C B: cert w Sig u (g(s, msg h msg 2 )) 

• (msg 6) B -> S: certu, {s'h* Sig u ( g( s, msg h msg 2 )) 

Table 2. SSL with smart cards 



15 After receiving the second message, the browser can generate s* 9 

and compute 5 and g(s, msgn msg^ But it cannot generate the digital 
signature. Therefore, it sends the hash value together with the /V/Vthat is 
assigned to the smart card and obtained from the user to the smart card. 
The smart card signs the hash value only if the correct PIN \s presented. The 

20 smart card sends the digital signature and the public key certificate of the 
user to the browser, which can then complete the SSL protocol with the 
server. 



The security of the above protocol relies on the assumption that 
the Web browser and the smart card 100 can communicate via a secure 
25 channel. This assumption is reasonable if the smart card reader is built in 
the terminal 1 1 that runs the browser, or if they are connected directly with 
a short wire. We cannot, however, make this assumption if the 
communication between the smart card and the terminal is based on 
wireless technology. 
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Here, the following attack against the above protocol would 
allow an attacker 3 to impersonate a legitimate user. Let us assume that 
the attacker (A) and the legitimate user 1 (U) are physically close to each 
other (i.e., the attacker can hear messages sent between the terminal and 
the user's smart card C u ). This means that the attacker 3 can eavesdrop the 
PIN that is assigned to the smart card 100 of the user 1 by listening on the 
wireless interface 101 during the authentication of the user. Then the 
attacker can start an authentication session with the server 7 and coerce 
the smart card 100 of the user 1 into generating a digital signature when 
needed. The attack scenario is illustrated in Table 3 and Figure 1. 



I5 



A eavesdrops PIN Cu 

(msg 1) A — > S: r a 

(msg 2) S -> A: cert s 

(msg 4) A -> C u : g( s, msg,, msg 2 ), PIN Cu 

(msg 5) C u -> A: certu, Sig u (g( s, msgu msg 2 )) 

(msg 6) A -> S: cert w {s'} Ks , Sig u (g(s, msg h msg 2 )) 



Table 3. Impersonating a user when the smart card reader is the 
mobile device of the user. 



20 As we have already mentioned before, the main problem is that 

the smart card 100 in the user's mobile equipment 10 and the terminal 1 1 
cannot be sure that they communicate with each other. Sending the PlN'xs 
not enough, as it is clear from the attack described. The inventive method 
offers a solution to this problem. Two embodiments of the inventive 

25 method can guarantee the authenticity of messages sent between the 

smart card 100 and the terminal 7. These embodiments are presented in the 
next subsections. 



Principals, channels, and goals 
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Following the design methodology of cryptographic protocols, 
we start by identifying the principals (main actors) and the existing 
channels among them (i.e., constructing a model). These components are 
illustrated in Figure 2. 

The principals are: 

• U: the user 1 

• C: her smart card 100 (more exactly the cryptographic 
computing means in the smart card 100 or in the user's 
equipment 10); the smart card may be a SIM card or a WIM 
card with a GSM or UMTS part. 

• T: the terminal 1 1 used by the user 1, and which may run a 
Web browser. 

The physical channels are: 

• mcf: the display 102 of the user's equipment (mobile 
device) (C U) 

• mk: the keypad 103 of the user's equipment (U C) 

• t<± the display 1 10 of the terminal (T — > U) 

• tk: the keyboard 1 1 1 of the terminal (U T) 

• wh the wireless link 101 between the smart card 100 and 
the terminal 11 (C <-» T) 

An interesting feature of the model above is that the mobile 
equipment 10 of the user 1 is modeled as a channel rather than as a 
principal as one may have expected it. Since the mobile device 10 does not 
perform important cryptographic computations and store important 
secrets, we felt that it would not be appropriate to model it as a principal. 
The most important characteristic of the mobile device 10 (at least from the 
security point of view) is that it has a keypad 103 and a display 102 that 
allows the user 1 to communicate directly (not via the terminal) with her 
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smart card 100. Therefore, we modeled the mobile device 10 as physical 
channels (with restricted access) between the user 1 and her smart card 100. 
This is, of course, our personal decision. One might include an additional 
principal in the model, which represents the mobile device, but we believe 
that this would only make the model more complex and would not bring 
any advantages for the modeler. However, if the cryptographic computing 
means are implemented by a software and/or hardware module in the 
mobile equipment 10, the principal C will represent this module. 

We make the following assumptions about the channels: 

• The mobile display 102 md\s authentic and timely- 
Authenticity means that if the mobile device 10 shows a 
message and states that this message comes from the 
smart card 100, then indeed the message comes from the 
smart card 100. Timeliness means that the mobile device 10 
does not maliciously delay messages originating from the 
smart card 100, but displays them as the card generates 
them. This, of course, means that the mobile device is 
trusted: the user believes that it has not been tampered by 
anybody and that it behaves correctly. 

• The mobile keypad 103 mk is authentic and timely. We 
assume that only the user 1 of the smart card 100 can send 
messages to the smart card via the keypad 103 of the 
mobile device. Requiring the user 1 to enter the PIN 
assigned to the smart card 100 when the card is inserted in 
the mobile device 10 can ensure this. Furthermore, we 
assume that the mobile device 10 does not maliciously 
delay the input from the user 1, but delivers it to the card 
100 as the user enters it. 

• The terminal display 1 10 td is authentic and timely. This 
means that messages displayed on the screen 1 10 of the 
terminal 1 1 originates from the terminal and at the time at 
which they are displayed. 
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• The terminal keyboard 111 tk is authentic and timely. By 
this we mean that messages arriving via the keyboard 111 
of the terminal 1 1 originate from the user 1, who is 
currently facing the terminal. Furthermore, the keyboard 
1 1 1 does not introduce any delay in the communication 
between the user 1 and the terminal 11 r but delivers 
keystrokes to the terminal instantaneously. 

• The wireless link 101 wl between the mobile equipment 
10 and the fixed terminal 1 1 is insecure. We assume that 
passive attacks (eavesdropping) and active attacks 
(message modification, generation and replay) are possible 
on the wireless link between the smart card and the 
terminal. 

In addition to the physical channels, there are two logical 
channels as well: 

• Sigj. the channel realized by the digital signature with the 
private key of the user 1. 

• Kj. the channel implemented by the encryption with the 
public key of the user 1. 

20 We make the following usual assumptions about these channels: 

• Sig u is an authentic channel from the smart card 100, 
because only the smart card knows the private key of the 
user 1; thus, one can be sure that messages that are signed 
with this private key originate from the smart card 100. 

25 • K a is a confidential channel to the smart card 100, because 

only the smart card can decrypt messages that are 
encrypted with the public key of the user 1. Note that 
neither Sig u nor K u is a timely channel, because neither the 
digital signature nor the encryption alone provides any 

30 freshness guarantees. 



10 



15 
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We are now ready to state our design goal informally: we are 
seeking a protocol that establishes an authentic logical channel between 
the terminal 1 1 and the smart card 100 using only the already existing 
physical and logical channels described above. 

First embodiment of the invention 

This first embodiment of the inventive method can be used if the 
following additional assumptions about the existing channels are fulfilled: 

(V) the user's mobile display 102 md\s not only authentic, 
but (at least for a short amount of time) it is also confidential, meaning 
that only the user 1 (the owner of the smart card 100) can see the display of 
the mobile device. We will denote this short time channel by md\ 

(4') the terminal keyboard 111 tk is not only authentic but 
(at least for a short amount of time) it is also confidential, which means 
that nobody can see what is typed on the keyboard 1 1 1 of the terminal 11. 
We will call this short time channel tk\ 

Clearly, the assumption that the mobile display md and the 
terminal keyboard tk are confidential would be hard to justify in general. 
What makes those assumptions reasonable is limiting the time during 
which they are needed. The smart card 100 can, for instance, send a 
notification message to the user 1 before displaying some private 
information on the display 102 of the mobile device 10. The user 1 can then 
hide the display 102 (which has a small size) and confirm the notification. 
The private information is displayed only after the confirmation of the user 
1 and only for a short period of time. Turning off the echoing of keystrokes 
on the display 1 10 of the terminal 1 1 can, for instance, transform the 
terminal keyboard 1 1 1 tk into a confidential channel for a short amount of 
time (i.e., into tk). This technique is frequently used to hide passwords 
when entering them in the login window on a computer. Theoretically, of 
course, it is still possible to catch the password simply by observing the 
hands of the typing user 1, but in practice, this method is considered to be 
sufficiently secure. Therefore, we believe that (at least in not highly security 
critical applications) the assumptions V and 4 1 are reasonable and hold. 
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This means that there exists an authentic and confidential 
channel from the smart card 100 to the terminal 1 1, which is formed by the 
combination of the display 102 of the mobile device 10, the user 1, and the 
keyboard 1 1 1 of the terminal 1 1 . This channel is illustrated in Figure 3: 
confidential data stored in or generated by the smart card 100 can be 
displayed on the mobile display 103 and entered by the user 1 on the 
keyboard 1 1 1 of the terminal 1 1 . The data transferred over the channel 
103, 111 can include a secret which can be shared between the smart card 
100 and the terminal 1 1 and used for securing a complete transfer session 
over the wireless interface 101. The details are given in the next subsection. 

Protocol description 

This first embodiment of the inventive protocol is illustrated in 
Table 4 and described as follows: 

C-> U: r 

The smart card 100 generates a random number rand displays it on the 
display 102 of the mobile device 10. Here, we assume that the display is 
made confidential for the time of displaying r, thus, only the user 1 can see 
r(i.e., actually, ris sent via md). 

U ->T: r 

The user 1 enters rinto the terminal 1 1 . Here we assume that the keyboard 
1 1 1 of the terminal 1 1 is made confidential for the time of entering r 9 
which means that nobody can see r(i.e., actually, r \s sent via tk). 

T -» C: m, MAC r ( m ) 

C->T: m', MACr(m') 
The smart card 100 and the terminal 1 1 now have a shared secret r f which 
they can use for protecting the integrity and proving the authenticity of 
the subsequent two messages m and /n'that they send to each other via 
the wireless link wL This can be done by computing a message 
authentication code (MAC) and attaching it to the message. The 
computation of the MAC depends on the shared secret r \n a way that 
computing a valid MAC for a given message is hard without the knowledge 
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of r. Thus, only the terminal 1 1 and the smart card 10 can generate a valid 
MAC r for messages mand m'. 

We should note that the user 1 also knows r t and, thus, she can 
also generate a valid MAC for any message. This means that, theoretically, 
the user 1 could also have sent m, MAC r (m) or m', MAC r (m')- We, however, 
exclude this possibility, because we assume that the user 1 does not have 
the means to compute cryptographic functions and send messages on the 
wireless link 101. Furthermore, the user 1 is not interested in interfering 
with the protocol between her smart card 100 and the terminal 1 1. 

• (msg 1) C —> U: r 

• (msg 2) U -> T: r 

• (msg 3) T — > C: m, MAC^m ) 

• (msg 4) C T: m', MAC r ( m' ) 



Table 4. First embodiment 

The security of this solution heavily depends on the above 
assumptions (V) and (4')- If these were not true, then someone could learn 
rand construct fake messages in the name of T or C It is also important 
that the MAC r function satisfies certain standard properties, and that the 
entropy of ris sufficiently large (i.e., ris sufficiently long and random 
(unpredictable)). This latter issue is addressed later. 

Integration with SSL 

This first embodiment can be integrated with the SSL protocol, as 
it is shown in Table 5 together with figure 4, making it possible to use SSL 
with smart cards 100, where the smart card reader is the mobile device 10 
of the user 1. 

• (msg 1) T -> S: r T 

• (msg 2) S T: r v cert s 
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• (msg 3) C — > U: r 

• (msg 4) U — » T: r 

• (msg 5) T -> C: m, MAC r (m) 

where m= g( s, msg t, msg2), 
g: publicly known hash function 

• (msg 6) C->T:, m', MAC r (m') 

where m ' - cert u , sig u (m) 
sig u : user's signature 

• (msg 7) T -> 5: certu, {s'} Ks , Sig u ( g( s, msg 7 , msg 2 )) 



10 

Table 5. Integration of the first embodiment of the invention 

with SSL 

The terminal 1 1 starts the SSL protocol with the server 7. When it 
gets to the point where it needs to sign the challenge m including the 

15 random number r s sent by the server 7 with the digital signature sig u of the 
user 1, it displays an input window, and waits for the user 1 to input the 
random number r. The user 1 instructs her smart card 100 to generate r 
(e.g. she starts the appropriate application on the mobile device 10, which 
sends the instruction to the smart card 100). The smart card 100 generates r 

20 and displays it on the display 102 of the mobile device 10. The user 1 enters 
r in the input window of the terminal 1 1 . The terminal 1 1 then computes 
the challenge m to be signed, which is equal to the hash value g(s, msgj, 
msgd. and sends it together with the MAC r (m) that is used to prove 
authenticity of the message to the smart card 100 via the wireless link 101. 

25 After successful verification of the authenticity of the message msg5, the 
smart card 100 generates the digital signature of the challenge m and 
sends it to the terminal 1 1 together with the public key certificate of the 
user 1. This message is protected with a MAC r in a similar way as the 
previous one. When the terminal 1 1 receives the signature, it completes the 

30 SSL protocol with the server 7. 



As we have mentioned before, the security of this protocol 
depends on the entropy of the random number r If this entropy is low, 
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then: 

(a) brute force attacks for generating a valid m, MAC r (m)pa\r 
become feasible and 

(b) an attacker can figure out rfrom an observed m, MAC r (m)pa'\f 
5 with a limited effort. 

If this protocol is used together with SSL, as it was described in 
the previous subsection, then (a) can have serious effects, which make the 
attack illustrated in Figure 5 possible. Assume that the attacker 6 wants to 
obtain the digital signature sig u of the user 1 on some data d(e.g. The 
attacker A started the SSL protocol with the server 7 and now he is required 
to digitally sign a hash value d, but he wants to impersonate U, thus, he 
wants to obtain the digital signature from U). Furthermore, let us assume 
that the attacker 6 is physically close to the user 1. The attacker 6 generates 
the random numbers /*/, r& and the fake messages msgs-, msgs- (d, 

MACri(d)), (d, MAC r2 (d)), (d, MAC m (d))\r\ advance. When the attacker 6 
sees that user 1 starts to type the random number rgenerated by her smart 
card 100 in the input window on the terminal 1 1, he starts sending the fake 
messages to the smart card 100. The smart card 100 is in a listening state, 
which means that it receives these fake messages and verifies each. If the 
entropy of ris low, then it is highly probable that ris in {/>, even if 

n is not too large. Thus, the attacker 6 will succeed, with high probability, 
in sending d, MAC r (d)to the smart card 100 before the user 1 finishes 
typing and the terminal 1 1 sends its message. The smart card 100 accepts d, 
MACr(d) as an authentic message coming from the terminal 11, signs d, and 
sends the result sig u (d), MAC r (sig u d) (msge) back to the attacker 6. The 
challenge m, MAC r (m) sent by the authentic terminal 11 will then be 
rejected by the smart card 100. 

This attack shows why it is so important that the entropy of rbe 
large. Ideally, rshould be a sufficiently long true random number. This, 
30 however, would make it difficult for the user 1 to type it in the terminal 1 1. 
In order for the protocol to be practically usable, rshould be short. If 
practical usability is an important requirement, the protocol can be 
extended with additional measures so that the length of rcan be reduced 



10 



15 



20 



25 



WO 01/84761 



PCT/EP00/09121 



18 



without losing the resistance against the brute force attack described 
above. 

One possible extension can be the introduction of a time-out. 
When the smart card 100 displays the secret number ron the display 102 of 
the mobile device 10, it can start a timer. It will then accept messages from 
the wireless link 101 only for a limited amount of time. If the timer expires 
before receiving a valid message from the terminal 1 1, then the protocol 
stops, and it has to be restarted from the beginning. This limits the 
available time for an attacker to mount a brute force attack, such as 
described above. 

Although the smart card 100 has a clock signal received from the 
mobile device 10, implementing a timer on the smart card is not easy. 
Thus, the timer can be implemented on the mobile device 1 0, which should 
signal the time-out to the smart card 100. 

Let us denote the time required for verification of the MAC r of a 
single message on the smart card by t We assume that the smart card 100 is 
not capable of performing parallel computations, and, thus, that it deals 
with a single message at a time. Let r be a random number of b bits. Then 
the average time required for a successful brute force attack is fi^V Thus, 
the time-out Ton the smart card should be much less than C^ 1 (i.e., T« 
fi^ 1 ). In other words, b» log(77*) + 1. We calculated the value of log(77/) 
+ 1 for different values of t assuming that T- 10s (note that Tmust be 
sufficiently long in order for the user to be able to type rin the terminal). 
The results are shown in Table 6. 





t= 0.25 ms 


t= 0.5 ms 


t= 1 ms 


b » 
log( 770+1 


16.2 


15.2 


14.2 



Table 6. Value of log(77*) + 1 for different values of f assuming that r= 10s 
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The average time of a successful brute force attack for some 
possible values of t and b\s shown in Table 7. Compare the values to 10s, 
the time available for the attack. 





t- 0.25 ms 


t- 0.5 ms 


t- 1 ms 


b = 2Q 


2 min 


4 min 


8 min 


6= 30 


34.8 hours 


2.9 days 


5.8 days 


b = AQ 


3.9 years 


7.9 years 


15.9 years 



Table 7. Average time of a successful brute force attack (t2 ) for 
different values of t and b 

Another possible extension, which could be combined with the 
first one, would be the limitation of the number of messages that the smart 

10 card 100 receives and verifies after haying displayed the random number r. 
It can, for instance, set a counter when displaying r, which is decremented 
each time the smart card 100 receives a message on the wireless link 101. If 
the smart card does not receive a valid message before the counter reaches 
0, then the protocol stops, and it has to be restarted from the beginning. 

15 This limits the number of possible attacker attempts to feed the smart card 
100 with a fake message- 
Let r again be a random number of &bits. Then, the average 
number of attempts required for a successful brute force attack is 1 bA . 
Possible values are shown in Table 8. 
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6= 20 


b= 30 


6 = 40 


2^-i 


10" 


1Q 8.7 


10 ,i.7 



Table 8. Average number of attempts required for a successful 
brute force attack for different values of b 

5 Let us denote the maximum number of possible failed attempts 

by a (the value of the counter at the beginning of the protocol). The only 
limitation on a is that a should be greater than the number of terminals 1 1 
that are in the communication range of the smart card 100. These terminals 
can run the protocpl at the same time and generate legal messages that are 

io received but obviously not accepted by the smart card 100. The potential 
number of these legal messages should be less than the number of possible 
failed attempts, otherwise the neighboring terminals may use up all the 
possibilities and the smart card 100 cannot receive the expected message 
from the right terminal. We expect that the typical value for a will be 

15 between 10 and 50. Compare this with the average number of attempts 
required for a successful brute force attack given in Table 3. 

Considering the calculations above, we propose in a preferred 
embodiment to set the length of rat 40 bits. Then applying any, or both, of 
the two measures described above reduces the probability of a successful 
20 brute force attack to a negligibly small value. The 40 bit long rcan be 
represented by an 8 character long string, where the characters are from 
the set {0, 1, 9, A, B, V}. This set has 32 elements, thus, each character 
can represent 5 bits. 
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The second problem (b) with a low entropy r '\s that it becomes 
feasible for an attacker A to find a* by observing a single m, MACr(m) pair. 
This can be done in the following way. When the terminal 1 1 sends 77?, 
MAQ(m)\o the smart card 100 (e.g. m may be the hash value that has to be 

5 signed by the card), the attacker A can eavesdrop on it. Then A can 

repeatedly generate a random number r\ and check if MAC r (m) is equal to 
MACr(m). If a match is found for some r' then r= r'with a high probability. 
If the entropy of ris low, A might find /-before the smart card 100 responds 
to the terminal 11. This makes it possible for the attacker to send a fake 

10 message to the terminal 1 1 in the name of the smart card 100. 

Although the attack just described is a valid one, it does not pose 
too many problems if the inventive method is used together with SSL. What 
an attacker can achieve with this attack is that the terminal 1 1 sends some 
fake data d, c/'to the server 7 in the last step of SSL # instead of the 
expected public key certificate cert u and digital signature sig u of the user 1. 
This will result in the failure of user authentication, but no confidential 
data will be revealed to the attacker. These kinds of attacks are called 
denial-of-service attacks, and they are very difficult to prevent in general. 
In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the terminal 11 can avoid 
sending useless data to the server 7 by verifying the message m', MACr(m') 
received from the smart card 100. The message should contain a public key 
certificate cert u and a digital signature sig u on the hash value that has been 
sent to the smart card 100 by the terminal 1 1 in the previous message. 
Furthermore, the digital signature should be verifiable with the public key 
obtained from the certificate. 

We will now describe an example of the pseudo-code which may 
be run by the computing means in the smart card 100 and by the terminal 
1 1 in order to carry out this first embodiment. The one skilled in the art will 
be able to write the necessary modules in the smart card and in the 
30 terminal which correspond to those pseudo-codes. 
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Pseudo-code run by the smart card 100 

1. One time setup: initialise a random number generator 
PRNG in the smart card with a truly random seed 

2. Get next random number r from the random number 
5 generator PRNG 

3. Display r(in base 32 encoding) on the display 102 of the 
mobile device 10 for some seconds (msg 3) 

4. Initialise a counter: c= 20 (for example) 

5. Listen on the wireless interface 101 until a broadcast 
10 message arrives: msg5. 

6. If msg5= m, MAC(msg5has the appropriate format), then 
go to step 7, else go to step 5 

Z Compute the MAC r of nr. MAC r (m) 

8. If mac- MACr(m), then go to step 11, else go to step 9 

15 9. Decrement the counter: c= c-1 

10. If c= 0, then raise an exception and stop, else go to step 5 

11. Construct the response: /77' 

12. Compute the MAC r of m\ MAC r (m') 

13. Send msg6 = /n> MAC r (m')\o the sender of M 
20 14. End of protocol 
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Pseudo-code run by the terminal 1 1 

1. Construct (get) the message to be sent: m 

2. Input the random number (in base 32 encoding): r 

3. Compute the MAC r of nr. MACJm) 

4. Broadcast msg5 = m, MAC r (m) 

5. Listen on the wireless interface 101 until a message arrives: 
msg6' 

6. If msg6- m', MAC'(msg6 has the right format), then go to 
step 7, else raise an exception and stop 

7. Compute the MAC r of m\ MAC r (m') 

8. If MAC"= MACrfrn'Jthen go to step 9, else raise an 
exception and stop 

9. End of protocol 
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Second embodiment: one-time password setup via the user 

The above described first embodiment of the invention relies on 
some confidentiality assumptions about the display 102 of the mobile 
device 1 0 and the keyboard 1 1 1 of the terminal 1 1 . In some cases, these 
5 assumptions may not be reasonable. Let us consider, for instance, a public 
terminal 11 installed at a busy public place (e.g. airport, railway station, 
etc.). Someone can watch the hands of the typing user 1 in order to learn 
the shared secret. 

In these situations, another embodiment of the method of the 
10 invention can be used. This second embodiment does not rely on any 

assumptions regarding the confidentiality of the mobile display 102 or the 
terminal keyboard 111, but uses an already existing confidential channel 
104 between the terminal 1 1 and the smart card 100 which is realized by 
the encryption with the public key of the user 1 (/Q, to establish a shared 
15 secret between the terminal 1 1 and the smart card 110. The situation is 
illustrated in Figure 6. 

This channel 104, however, is not authentic, because anybody can 
encrypt with the public key of the user 1 . To ensure authenticity of the 
established shared secret, the terminal 1 1 encrypts it together with a first 

20 secret (one-time password p). In order for the smart card 100 to be able to 
verify this password, the terminal 1 1 sends its cryptographic hash value to 
the smart card 100 via an already existing authentic channel that is formed 
by the combination of the display 1 1 0 of the terminal, the user 1 and the 
keypad 103 of the mobile device 10. The protocol is illustrated in table 10 

25 and described as follows: 

U ->T: U 

User 1 (U) types her identifier t/in terminal 1 1 (T) using the keyboard 111 
of the terminal 11 (f#. t/must be the identifier which is contained in the 
public key certificate cert u of the user 1. This certificate is sent to the 
30 terminal 1 1 later. 
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T -> U: h(p) 

The terminal 11 generates a random number p (first secret /one-time 
password) and computes its hash value using the publicly known 
cryptographic hash function /?. It then displays the hash value h(p)ox\ the 
display 110 (to). 

U C: h(p) 

The user 1 reads the hash value from the display 110 and sends it to the 
smart card 100 (C) via the keypad 103 of the mobile device 10 (/77A). 

C -» T: certu 

The smart card 100 then sends the public key certificate certu of the user 1 
to the terminal 1 1 via the wireless link 101 {wf). The terminal verifies if the 
identifier of the user 1 in the certificate matches U which was typed in by 
the user. It waits until a matching certificate arrives. Then the terminal also 
verifies the digital signature on the certificate. 

T -> C: {p, r} Ku 

The terminal 11 generates another random number r(the future shared 
secret), and encrypts p together with a with the public key K u oi the user. 
This public key is obtained from the certificate certu. The terminal 1 1 then 
sends the encrypted block to the smart card 100. Only the smart card 100 
can decrypt this encrypted block with the private key of the user 1. After 
decryption, the smart card 100 verifies if the hash value of the first number 
p is equal to h(pj that was typed in by the user before. If so, then it accepts 
the message. The rationale is that, because of the properties of the 
cryptographic hash function h, nobody else but the terminal 1 1 can know 
p, and, thus, only the terminal 1 1 can generate a message that contains p 
(note also that the message is encrypted, therefore, an attacker cannot 
learn and use p). Now, the smart card 100 and the terminal 1 1 have a 
shared secret r, which they can use to protect the integrity and prove the 
authenticity of the subsequent two messages that they exchange. 

T C: m, MAC r ( m ) 

C->T: m', MACr(m') 
Message /nand m'are protected by attaching message authentication 
codes (MAC r ) to them. The computation of the MAC r depends on the 
shared secret a in a way that computing a valid MAC f for a given message is 
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hard without the knowledge of r. Thus, only the terminal 11 and the smart 
card 100 can generate a valid MAC r for the messages m and m'. 

• (msg 1) U ->T: U 

• (msg 2) T -> U: h(p) 
5 • (msg 3) U -> C: h(p) 

• (msg 4) C — » T: cert u 

• (msg 5) T — > C: { p, r} Ku , m, MACr(m) 

• (msg 6) C -> T: m', MAC r ( m' ) 

io Table 10. The second embodiment protocol 

Integration with SSL 

Similarly to the first embodiment, this protocol can also be 
integrated with SSL, as it is shown in Table 1 1 and in Figure 7. 

• (msg 1) T S: r t 

15 . (msg 2) S -» T: cert s 

• (msg 3) U -> T: U 

• (msg 4) T^>U\h(p) 

• (msg 5) U — » C: h(p) 

• (msg 6) C -> T: cert u (broadcast over the wireless link 101) 

20 • (msg 7) T C: {p, r} Kut m, MAC r (m) 

where m = g(s f msgu msg2), 

• (msg 8) C -» T: m', MAC r (m'), 
where m' = Sig u (g(s, msg h msg 2 )) 

• (msg 9) T — > S: cert u , {s'} K5 , m' 

25 



Table 11. Integration of the second embodiment with SSL 
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The terminal 1 1 starts the SSL protocol with the server 7. After 
the exchange of the first two messages, it needs a digital signature of a 
message computed with the challenge cert s sent by the server 7; this 
signature can be generated only by the smart card 100. In order to establish 
5 a secure link to the smart card 100, it starts the inventive protocol. It 
displays an input window on the display 110 and inputs the identifier of 
the user 1. Then it generates a random number p (first secret), computes its 
hash value h(p) with a publicly known hash function, and displays the result 
on its display 110. The user 1 types the displayed value h(p) on the keypad 

10 102 of the mobile device 10 which sends it to the smart card 100- The smart 
card broadcasts the public key certificate cert u of the user 1 to the terminal 
1 1 via the wireless link 101. The terminal 1 1 generates another random 
number r f which will be a shared secret between the terminal 1 1 and the 
smart card 100 later. It encrypts r together with p with the public key k u of 

is the user 1 . Then it sends the encrypted block and the challenge m that has 
to be signed by the smart card 100 to the smart card via the wireless link 
101. This message is protected with a MAC r that is already computed using 
r. Upon receiving this message, the smart card 100 decrypts the encrypted 
block, and checks whether the hash value h(p) of the first number p 

20 matches the value that has been typed in by the user 1 on the keypad 103 
of the mobile device 10. If so, then it checks the MAQ using the other 
received number r. If the MAQ verification is successful, then it signs the 
challenge m, and sends the response m' back to the terminal 1 1 together 
with a MAQ that is computed using r. The terminal 1 1 checks the MAQ, 

25 and if it is correct, then it completes the SSL protocol with the server 7 by 
sending it the answer m\ 

The length of the hash value h(p) 

The security of this embodiment heavily depends on the 
properties of the hash function h. If an attacker were able to find a number 
30 p', such that h(p') = h(p), then he could send a fake message to the smart 
card 100 with the encrypted block {p% r'} Ku , where r'is a number chosen by 
the attacker. Since h(p') = h(p), the fake message would pass the 
verification successfully, and the smart card 100 would believe that it shares 
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the secret r'with the terminal 11, whereas, in fact, it would share it with 
the attacker. The standard property that we require hto satisfy is called 
one-wayness, and it says that given an output y, it is computationally 
infeasible to find an input x, such that h(x) = y 

5 Even for a "strong" h, it is easy to find an input *for a given 

output y, such that h(x) =y t if the output length of h (i.e., the length of yd is 
short. More precisely, we can say the following. Let h: X-> Ybe a 
cryptographically strong hash function, which maps a finite length input 
from the set AMnto a finite length output from the set Y, where Khas 

10 (many) less elements than X. Let X y = {x: h(x) = >} for any output y Let us 
fix a randomly selected output y and denote the probability that a 
randomly selected input x maps into y* (i.e., h(x) =y) with e. Then e = 
#Xyf#X, where #A>* and #Xdenote the number of elements in X y + and X f 
respectively. If we assume that #X y =#Xyfor any y and y' (which is usually 

15 the case for many hash functions), then #A>== #A7# Kfor any y, and, 
consequently, £= 1/# K For instance, if h maps into the set of 20 bit 
numbers, then £ = 2" 20 = 10~ 6 , which means that if we select 1 million inputs 
randomly, then it is almost certain that one of these will map intoy*. Note 
that we do not require the hash function hto be collision resistant 

20 In practice, this means that an attacker with considerable 

computing power can successfully mount an attack against the protocol if 
h(p) \% short. Therefore, the output length of h should be sufficiently long. 
On the other hand, the user 1 has to type the hash value displayed by the 
terminal 1 1 into the mobile device 10. If the hash value is too long, then it 

25 is not convenient for the user 1 to type it in. Thus, the output length of the 
hash function should be the shortest length that still provides a sufficient 
level of security. 

One should also take into consideration that the time available 
for an attacker to find a pre-image for a given output is limited and equal 
30 to the time between displaying h(p)ox\ the display 1 10 of the terminal 11 
and sending fp, r} K u*o the smart card 100. Thus, the time available for an 
attack is on the order of seconds. 
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In a preferred embodiment, the output length is chosen to be 60 
bits. This requires an attacker to try around 2 60 inputs in a few seconds, 
which is not feasible with current computing technology. The 60 bit long 
hash value can be represented by a 12 character long string, where the 
characters are from the set {0, 1, 2, 9, A, B, C, V}. Since this set has 32 
elements, each character can represent 5 bits. 

We will now describe an example of the pseudo-code which may 
be run by the computing means in the smart card 100 and by the terminal 
1 1 in order to carry out this second embodiment. The one skilled in the art 
will be able to write the necessary modules in the smart card and in the 
terminal which correspond to those pseudo-codes. 

Pseudo-code run by the terminal 1 1 

1. One time set-up: initialise a random number generator 
PRNG in the terminal with a truly random seed 

2. Construct (get) the message to be sent: cert s (msg2) 

3. Input the user identifier: £/(msg3) 

4. Get the next random number (first secret) from the PRNG: 
P 

5. Compute the hash of p. h(p) with a publicly known hash 
function 

6. Display h(p) (in base 32 encoding) on the display 110 (msg 
4) 

7. Listen on the wireless interface 101 until a broadcast 
message arrives (msg6). 

8. If msg6 is a certificate which contains the user identifier U § 
then go to step 9, else go to step 7 

9. Extract the public key from the certificate: K u 

10. Get the next random number (second secret) from the 
PRNG: r 
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1 1 . Encrypt p and r with K u \ {p, r} Ku 

12. Compute the MAC r of rrr. MAC r (m) 

13. Send {p, r} Ku , m, MAC r (m) to the sender of M1 

14. Listen on the wireless interface 101 until a message arrives: 
msg8 

15. If msg8 = m', mac'imsqB has the right format), then go to 
16, else raise an exception and stop 

76. Compute the MAQ of m\ MAC r (m') 

17. If mac'- MACr(m'), then go to step 18, else raise an 
exception and stop 

18. End of protocol 
Pseudo-code run by the smart card 100 

1. Input the hashed random number (in base 32 encoding): 
msg5 

2. Broadcast the user certificate cert u (msg6) 

3. Listen on the wireless interface 101 until a message arrives: 
msg7 

4. If msg7 - Q m, MAC(vr\sql has the right format), then go 
to step 5, else raise an exception and stop 

5. Try to decrypt Cwith the private key of the user 1 : P 

6. If P= {p, r}(Phas the right format), then go to step 7, else 
raise an exception and stop 

7. If h(p) = msg5, then go to step 8, else raise an exception 
and stop 

8. Compute the MAQ of m: MAQ(m) 

9. If MAC- MACr(m), then go to step 10 else raise an 
exception and stop 

10. Construct the response: m' 
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1 1 . Compute the MAC of m\ MAC r (m') 

12. Send m', MAC r (m') to the sender of msg7 (msg8) 

13. End of protocol 

5 Conclusion 

Both embodiments can be used to build an authentic logical 
channel between the terminal 1 1 and the smart card 100 of the user 1, 
when the communication between these devices is based on short distance 
wireless technologies, e.g. on Bluetooth or IrdA technologies. The protocols 
io are best suited for user authentication applications (e.g. authentication of 
users who want to access confidential Web pages from remote terminals). 

The first embodiment described relies on more assumptions 
about the existing channels between the smart card and the terminal than 
the second one. In particular, the first embodiment uses a channel that is 
t5 authentic and made confidential for a short period of time to establish a 
shared secret between the smart card and the terminal. In contrast, the 
second embodiment uses only an authentic channel to setup a one-time 
password that is used to authenticate the terminal in a later step of the 
protocol. 

20 On the other hand, the first embodiment is much simpler. 

Furthermore, in this first embodiment the user has to type in a random 
string on the keyboard 1 1 1 of the terminal 11, while in the second 
embodiment, she has to type in a (longer) random string on the keypad 103 
of the mobile device 10. Thus, the first embodiment is probably more 

25 convenient for users, although it is less secure than the second one. 
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Implementation guidelines 

The wireless link 101 between the smart card 100 in the user's 
equipment and the terminal 1 1 can be based on radio or infrared 
communications. We assumed the existence of an appropriate addressing 
5 scheme, which makes it possible to send a message directly to an intended 
receiver if its address is known, and an appropriate MAC (Multiple Access 
Channel) algorithm, which governs access to the shared radio channel. We 
did not assume, however, that a party knows the MAC address of another 
party when beginning a transaction with it. We designed the protocols in a 

io way that they can perform address resolution functions seamlessly. For this 
reason, in each protocol, the first message that is sent over the wireless 
interface should be a broadcast message, which is received by every station 
within the communication range of the sender. This first message always 
contains enough information for a receiver to decide whether it has to take 

is care of it, or it is a message for someone else. The intended receiver can, 
thus, recognize which broadcast message is sent to it and respond to it. 
Since the broadcast message can contain the MAC address of the sender, 
the receiver can send the response directly to the sender. The response can 
also contain the MAC address of its sender (the intended receiver of the 

20 broadcast message). Thus, after the first message exchange, both 
communicating parties know the address of the other and can send 
messages directly to each other. 

Let us consider the second embodiment of the invention as an 
example. The first message sent over the wireless link 101 is the certificate 

25 of the user cert u (msg 6). The smart card 100 broadcasts this message, so 
that all listening terminals 1 1 will receive it. A receiver compares the user 
identifier in the certificate cert u to the identifier typed in by the user 1 at 
the beginning of the protocol. If they match, then this terminal 1 1 is the 
intended receiver of this broadcast message. This terminal 1 1 can then send 

30 the appropriate response directly to the smart card 100. After reception of 
this response, the smart card 100 and the terminal 1 1 know each other's 
MAC addresses. Note that a malicious terminal 1 1 cannot send a correct 
response to the broadcast certificate, because the correct response should 
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contain the one-time password p, which is exclusively known to the 
intended terminal. 

The protocol my be implemented with software in the terminal 
11 and in the smart card 100 implemented with a current cryptographic 
5 library, for example with the ABA JCE. This library is a pure Java 

implementation of the JCE (Java Cryptography Extension) interface defined 
by Sun Microsystems Inc. 

Message Authentication Codes (MAC) 

Both embodiments uses message authentication codes (MACs) to 
10 protect the integrity and prove the authenticity of messages sent by the 
smart card and the terminal to each other. A message authentication code 
is a keyed hash function. In a preferred embodiment, we can use either the 
MAC algorithm based on MD5 or the one based on SHA, which are 
available in the ABA JCE cryptographic library under name HmacMDS and 
15 HmacSHA. 

Although the embodiments of the invention described with 
reference to the drawings comprise equipments such as terminals, smart 
cards and mobile equipments, and methods performed in or by such 
equipments, the invention also extends to computer programs, particularly 

20 computer programs on or in a carrier, adapted for putting the invention 
into practice. The program may be in the form of source code, object code, 
a code intermediate source and object code such as in partially compiled 
form, or in any other form suitable for use in the implementation of the 
methods and protocols according to the invention. The carrier may be any 

25 entity or device capable of carrying the program. 

For example, the carrier may comprise a storage medium, such as 
a ROM, for example a CD-ROM or a semiconductor ROM, for example an 
EEPROM, or a magnetic or optical recoding medium, for example a floppy 
disc, hard disk or smart card. Further, the carrier may be a transmissible 
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carrier such as an electrical or optical signal which may be conveyed via 
electrical or optical cable or by radio or other means. 

When the program is embodied in a signal which may be 
conveyed by a cable or other device or means, the carrier may be 
5 constituted by such cable or other device or means. Alternatively, the 

carrier may be an integrated circuit in which the program is embedded, for 
example a memory in the terminal 1 1, in the mobile equipment 10 or in the 
smart card 100. 



10 
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Claims 

1. Method for securing a session over a short distance wireless 
link (101) between a terminal (11) and a user equipment (10), said terminal 
and said user equipment both comprising cryptographic computing means 
(100), said terminal (1 1) and said user equipment (10) further both 
comprising a display and input means, wherein said terminal (11) and said 
user equipment (10) can be connected through said short distance wireless 
link (101), said method comprising: 

-generating a secret in one of said terminals or said user 

equipments, 

-displaying said secret or the hash value of said secret on the 
display of said terminal (11) or said user equipment (10), 

-entering said secret or the hash value of said secret on the 
input nrieans of the other one of said terminals (1 1) or user equipments 
(10), 

-using said shared secret to guarantee the authenticity of at 
least a part of said session over said short distance wireless link (101). 

2. Method according to claim 1, wherein said cryptographic 
computing means in said user equipment (10) use a smart card (100) in said 
user equipment. 

3. Method according to one of the preceding claims, wherein 
said cryptographic computing means in said terminal (11) are part of a 
browser in said terminal (1 1). 

4. Method according to one of the claims 2 or 3, wherein said 
secret comprises a first random word (r) generated in said smart card (100), 
said random word being displayed on said display (102) of said user 
equipment (10) and then entered by the user of said user equipment on 
said terminal, said method further comprising: 

-generating a challenge (m) in said terminal (11), 
-computing in said terminal (11) a first message authentication 
code (MACr(m)) based on said first random word and on said first 
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challenge, 

-transmitting said first message authentication code over said 
wireless interface (101) to said user equipment (10), 

-generating a response to said challenge (rrT) in said user 
5 equipment (10), 

-computing in said user equipment (10) a second message 
authentication code (MAC r (m')) based on said first random word and on 
said response, 

-transmitting said second message authentication code over 
10 said wireless interface (101) to said terminal (11). 

5. Method according to one of the claims 1 to 3, further 
comprising: 

encrypting in said terminal (1 1) at least one first message 
(msg7) comprising said secret with the public key of said user equipment 
15 (10), 

sending said first message over said wireless interface (101) to 
said user equipment (10), 

decrypting said first message in said user equipment (10), 
verifying said secret in said user equipment (10). 

20 6. Method according to the preceding claim, wherein said first 

message further comprises a second secret (r) used for securing subsequent 
messages in said session. 

7. Method according to the preceding claim, further comprising a 
preliminary step of transmitting a user certificate (cert u ) stored in a smart 

25 card (100) in said user equipment (10) to said terminal (11) over said 

wireless interface (101), said user certificate comprising said public key of 
said user. 

8. Method according to the preceding claim, wherein said first 
message is obtained by encrypting in said terminal (11) said first secret (p) 

30 and said second secret (r) with the user public key (K u ) obtained from said 
user certificate (cert u ), said encrypted first and second secrets ({p,r}k u ) being 
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decrypted in said user equipment, said second secret being used for 
securing at least a part of the subsequent messages in said session. 

9. Method according to the preceding claim, further comprising a 
preliminary step of sending a user identifier (U) to said terminal (11), 
wherein said user identifier can be used to select said user certificate from 
the set of received certificates. 

10. Method according to the preceding claim, further comprising a 
step of comparing said first random word (p) received in said message with 
the hash value of said random word (h(p)) that was entered before. 

1 1. Method according to the claim 4, wherein said first challenge 
(m) is computed in said terminal from the following components: 

a random word (r0 generated in said terminal, 

a random word (r s ) generated in a server with which said terminal wants 
to establish a secure connection, 
a certificate of said server (cert s ), 

a secret (s) computed in said terminal from another random word (s') 
generated in said terminal, from r t and from r s . 

12. Method according to the preceding claim, wherein said 
response (m') is computed from the following components: 

the private key of the user stored in said smart card, 
a random word (rt) generated in said terminal, 
a random word (r s ) generated in a server with which said terminals 
wants to establish a secure connection, 
a certificate of said server (cert s ), 

a secret (s) computed in said terminal from another random word (s') 
generated in said terminal, from r t and from r s . 

13. Method according to claim 1, wherein said secret (r) is 
generated in said terminal, said method further comprising: 

-entering a user identifier (U) in said terminal, 
-generating a first secret (p) in said terminal. 
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-displaying a hash value (h(p)) computed from said secret, on the display 
of said terminal, 

-entering said hash value in said user equipment, 

-transmitting a user certificate (certj stored in said smart card to said 
terminal over said wireless interface, wherein said user identifier (U) can be 
obtained from said user certificate, 

-generating said secret (r) in said terminal, 

-encrypting in said terminal said first secret (p) and said second secret (r) 
with the user public key (K u ) obtained from said user certificate (cert u ), 

-transmitting said encrypted secrets ({p,r}k u ) to said user equipment, 

-decrypting said encrypted first and second random words ({p,r}k u ) in 
said user equipment, 

-comparing in said user equipment the hash value of said first secret 
(h(p)) with said hash value (h(p)), that was entered before, 

.^generating a first challenge (m) in said terminal, 

-computing in said terminal a first message authentication code 
(MACr(m)) based on said second secret and on said first challenge, 

-transmitting said first message authentication code to said mobile 
equipment, 

-generating a response (nrT) in said user equipment comprising a smart 
card, 

-computing in said user equipment a second message authentication 
code (MACr(m')) based on said second secret and on said response, 

-transmitting said second message authentication code over said 
wireless interface to said terminal. 

14. Method according to the preceding claim, wherein said first 
challenge (m) is computed in said terminal from the following components: 
a random word Ot) generated in said terminal, 

a random word (r s ) generated in a server with which said terminal wants 
to establish a secure connection, 
a certificate of said server (cert s ), 

a secret (s) computed in. said terminal from another random word (s 1 ) 
generated in said terminal, from r t and from r s . 
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15. Method according to the preceding claim, wherein said 
response (rn 1 ) is computed from the following components: 
the private key of the user stored in said smart card, 
a random word (r t ) generated in said terminal, 
5 a random word (r s ) generated in a server with which said terminals 
wants to establish a secure connection, 
a certificate of said server (cert s ), 

a secret (s) computed in said terminal from another random word (s') 
generated in said terminal, from r t and from r s . 

V 

io 16. Method according to one of the preceding claims, wherein 

said mobile equipment is a digital mobile phone. 

17. Method according to one of the preceding claims, wherein 
said wireless interface is a Bluetooth interface. 

18. Method according to one of the preceding claims, wherein 
15 said wireless interface is a HomeRF interface. 

19. Method according to one of the preceding claims, wherein 
said wireless interface is an IrdA interface. 

20. Smart card (100) having thereon a computer program 
comprising instructions to be executed by processing means in said smart 

20 card for causing the smart card to perform a process comprising at least the 
following steps: 

generating a secret (r), 

preparing an instruction for displaying said secret on the 
display (102) of the equipment (10) in which said smart card may be used, 
25 waiting until a broadcast message arrives (msg5), 

checking if said secret has been used for computing said 
broadcast message. 
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21. Smart card according to the following claim, further 
comprising a random number generator, said secret being generated by 
said random number generator. 

22. Smart card according to one of the claims 20 or 21, said process 
5 . further comprising the following steps: 

if said secret has been used for computing said broadcast 
message, computing a response to said broadcast message, 

preparing an instruction for sending said response to the 
sender of said broadcast message. 

10 23. Smart card according to the preceding claim, said secret being 

used for computing said response. 

24. Smart card according to one of the claims 22 or 23, further 
comprising a counter, the value in said counter being modified each time 
one of said broadcast message arrives, said response being sent only if the 

15 value in said counter has not reached a predetermined limit. 

25. Smart card according to one of the claims 20 to 24, further 
comprising a GSM-part. 

26. A computer program on a carrier and comprising computer 
executable instructions for causing a computer (11) including a short 

20 distance wireless interface to execute a process comprising the following 
steps: 

getting a message to be sent over said wireless interface 

(msg2), 

inputting a number (r) (msg 4), 
25 computing a message authentication code (MAC r ) from said 

message using said number (r), 

broadcasting said message authentication code (MAQ) (msg 5) 
listening on said wireless interface (101) until a message 

arrives (msg6). 
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verifying if the message has been computed with said number 

(r). 

27. A computer program on a carrier and comprising computer 
executable instructions for causing a computer (11) including a short 
distance wireless interface to execute a process comprising the following 
steps: 

generating a first secret (p), 

displaying said secret, or the hash value (h(p)) of said secret, on 
the display (110) of said computer (11), 

listening on said wireless interface (101) until a broadcast 
message (msg6) arrives, 

extracting a public key (K u ) from said broadcast message, 

generating a second secret (r) f 

encrypting said first and said second secret with said public 

key, 

sending (msg7) said encrypted first and second secret to the 
sender of said broadcast message, 

listening on said wireless interface (101) until a second 
message (msg8) arrives, 

checking if said second secret (r) has been used for computing 
said second message. 

28. Smart card (100) having thereon a computer program 
comprising instructions to be executed by processing means in said smart 
card for causing the smart card to perform a process comprising at least the 
following steps: 

getting a first secret (h(p)), 

broadcasting a user certificate {cert u ) stored in said smart card, 
waiting for a message (msg7), 

decrypting said message with the private key of the user 

extracting a second secret (r) from said message, 

verifying if the sender of said message knows said first secret 

(P>, 

computing a response with said second secret. 
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29. Smart card according to the preceding claim, said process 
further comprising the following steps: 

if said secret has been used for computing said broadcast 
message, computing a response to said broadcast message, 
5 preparing an instruction for sending said response to the 

sender of said broadcast message. 

30. Smart card according to the preceding claim, said secret being 
used for computing said response. 



31 . Smart card according to one of the claims 28 to 30, further 
io comprising a GSM-part. 
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